
 

 

  
July 2013 Climate Summary 

for SOUTHEAST TEXAS 
WFO Houston/ Galveston 

 

Temperatures across southeast Texas were near normal for July 2013. This was due in large part 

to a period of rainy weather conditions which occurred over much of the middle part of the month. Even 

with the rainfall, the month ended up on a dry note for most locations. 

An upper level ridge of high pressure brought a very warm and dry start to July. The temperatures  

 

 
Figure 1: U.S. drought monitor 

cooled at the start of the second week as the high pressure area drifted westward and an upper level low 

pressure formed overhead. Another upper level high pressure area then brought above normal 

temperatures through the end of the second week of the month. A series of upper level low pressure 

areas then moved over the state and brought a 7 to 14 day period of rainy and cooler conditions. The 

month then ended on a dry and hot note as the subtropical high pressure ridge developed over the state. 
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Although some relief came with the rainy period over the middle part of the month, moderate to 

extreme drought conditions were prevalent over the entire area by the end of the month (Figure 1). As 

of July 30
th

, extreme drought was depicted by the U.S. drought monitor over all or a portion of 

Austin, Brazoria, Burleson, Colorado, Galveston, Houston, Jackson, Matagorda, and Washington 

counties.  

 

Figure 2: July 2013 departure from normal precipitation (http://water.weather.gov/precip/) 

Figure 2 illustrates how most of southeast Texas was below normal in rainfall for the month of July. 

The greens and blues represent above normal while the yellow and oranges represent below normal.  

http://water.weather.gov/precip/


 

July was a month of near normal temperatures. The chart below (Figure 3) illustrates how all first 

order climate sites were at least a degree within their normal temperature value (normal period: 1981- 

2010). 
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National Weather Service 

Houston/ Galveston, TX Weather Forecast Office 

1353 FM 646 Suite 202 

Dickinson, TX 77539 

281-337-5074 

Questions/ Comments: sr-hgx.webmaster@noaa.gov 
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Average Monthly Temperatures and Departures 

Average Monthly Temperature Departure

Figure 3: Average monthly temperatures and departures 
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